
Loaded gun, drugs, cash 
lead to arrest of man, 26

A 26-year-old man who police caught 
Thursday carrying a loaded handgun, sus-
pected methamphetamine and heroin, and 
a “large sum of cash” was arrested and is 
facing a high-level drug charge, according 

to a police report. 
Garret R. Branstiter was a passenger in a 

car that was stopped by police at 2513  U.S. 
Highway 6&50, according to an arrest affi-
davit. Police who patted him down found 
the .380-caliber handgun with a loaded mag-
azine, as well as the drugs and cash.

Branstiter could be charged with a spe-
cial circumstances drug charge for the pos-
session of  the handgun and drugs together. 

He appeared in court Friday where Judge 
Craig Henderson ordered he stay in custody 
in lieu of  a $10,000 cash-only bond. 

The car’s driver, Cassidy York, 25, was 
also arrested, the report said. 

According to the Mesa County Sher-
iff’s Office:

■ Casey Sewell, 23, is accused of  driving 
under the influence Thursday.
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T
he U.S. Army had a prob-
lem in the first decades 
of  the 20th century. It 

needed suitable riding horses 
for its cavalry, but lightweight 
riding horses were disappear-
ing.

“In the corn belt and in the 
irrigated sections of  the West 
the draft horse is becoming the 
farmer’s horse almost to the 
exclusion of  horses of  the light 
type,” said a 1911 U.S. govern-
ment publication titled, “The 

Army 
Remount 
Prob-
lem.”

Even 
in states 
west of  
the Mis-
sissippi 

River, “where the light horse 
was formerly the preferred 
type, and from which section 
most of  the remounts for the 
Army once came,” the number 
of  riding horse stallions had 
declined drastically, the report 
said. 

That included Colorado, 
as a 1913 history of  the state 
reported:

“In an incredibly short time 
the character of  the Colorado 
horses was changed. The small, 
wiry, vicious, almost untam-
able broncho and cow pony 
disappeared like snow before 
a Chinook wind, and in their 
place came the big, slow- 
moving, but massive Perche-
ron, Belgian and Clydesdale.”

In response, the Army creat-
ed the Remount Service in 1908 
as part of  the Quartermaster 
Corps. It established remount 
stations in seven locations 
nationwide, including Colorado 
Springs.

Initially, however, the 
Remount Service just bought 
horses from stockmen. But 
experts believed the military 
needed a formal breeding 
program to obtain the type of  
horses it sought. The continu-
ing need for horses was demon-
strated in World War I, when 16 
million horses were used by all 
forces, and half  of  them were 
killed.

In 1919, the Remount Service 
breeding program began, pro-
viding stallions to thousands of  
stockmen around the country, 
who bred the stallions to their 
own mares and those of  nearby 
ranchers. 

They sold the offspring to the 
Army, if  they passed the Re-
mount Service inspection. The 
average price in the mid-1920s 
was $165 a head.

There were Remount Service 
agents — stockmen who accept-
ed Remount stallions to breed 
mares — in every state, but 
most were in the West. 

At one time, there were 
130 such agents in Colorado, 
including Charles Willsea of  
Grand Junction, who later 
owned a car dealership here. 

There were Remount 
Service breeders across the 
Front Range and in Glenwood 
Springs, Silt, Rifle and Para-
chute, as well as Meeker, Craig, 
Montrose, Norwood, Durango 
and Gunnison. 

Louis Lindauer of  Parachute 
was involved for many years. 

A 1925 article in the Colora-
do Springs Gazette-Telegraph 
said there were 19 Remount 
stallions in Colorado that year, 
including several famous for-
mer race horses. 

Most were on the Front 
Range, but there were also stal-
lions standing in communities 
on the Western Slope.

The U.S. Army began acquir-

ing horses at its creation during 
the Revolutionary War, but the 
process was haphazard. Indi-
vidual officers often purchased 
their own horses and animals 
for their units. Quality varied 
greatly, and corruption was 
high.

During the Civil War, there 
was a brief  effort to create 
a more formal system for 
horse-buying, with little suc-
cess.

Throughout the period of  the 
Indian wars in the West, groups 
of  cavalry officers did the 
purchasing for their regiments, 
acquiring horses from private 
buyers. As that period wound 
down, the demand for horses 
decreased.

During much of the 1880s 
and 1890s “horses became very 
cheap in the West, and thou-
sands were permitted to run 
at large in Colorado because 
they were not worth gathering 
or caring for,” said the 1913 
history book.

But international wars in 
South Africa, Japan and Cuba 
reignited demand.

“Train-load after train-load 
were shipped” from Colorado, 
the 1913 history said. “Any-
thing that even looked like a 
horse was worth a price, and by 
1905 even breeding stock was 
scarce in Colorado, and about 
the only vagrant horses that 
were left were in northwestern 
Colorado.”

So, the Remount Service 
was created, then the breeding 
program.

The stallions offered to 
Remount agents were mainly 
Thoroughbreds, the long-
legged race horses famed for 
the Kentucky Derby and simi-
lar races. 

Among the most famous was 
Henry of  Navarre, one of  the 
top race horses of  the 1890s. 
Other racing stallions were 
imported from England and 
Australia.

The largest of  the remount 
centers was established in 1919 
at Fort Robinson, in northwest-
ern Nebraska. Built during the 
Indian wars, Fort Robinson 
was revamped to become a 
Remount center.

An estimated 10,000 horses 
passed through Fort Robinson 
between 1919 and 1931, many of  
them from Colorado. 

According to fort records, the 
Remount center in Colorado 
Springs sent 216 riding horses 
to the Nebraska post in 1925, as 

well as 98 draft horses, which 
were needed for artillery.

Some of the horses arrived at 
Fort Robinson already trained. 
But many were unbroken, so 
soldiers trained them. Sort of.

“Once a horse quit bucking, 
he’d walk, trot, gallop, we’d call 
them well broke and gentle,” 
recalled one Fort Robinson vet-
eran. “Some of the cavalry and 
artillery didn’t quite agree with 
that classification, but that’s 
the way they were issued out.”

In 1939, the Army estimated 
it would need 200,000 horses if  
it joined the war in Europe. In 
reality, few horses were used, 
as trucks and tanks assumed 
the workload.

However, 14,000 mules were 
used by American forces in 
Italy and the China-Burma 
region. 

Thousands of  horses were 

used by 
German 
and Russian 
troops on 
the Eastern 
Front.

The 
Army’s 
Remount 
Service 
was deac-
tivated in 
1948, and its 
purchasing 
and breed-
ing centers 
closed. 

Still, 
two Army 
equestrian 
pack units 
continued 
to operate at 
Fort Carson 
until 1957.

In the 21st 
century, 
the Army 
uses horses 
only for 
ceremonial 
purposes or, 
surprisingly, 
for Special 
Forces oper-
ating in iso-
lated regions 
such as the 
mountains 
of  Afghani-
stan. 

And 
many of the 
top-qual-
ity horse 
herds in the 
West can 
trace their 

heritage in part to the Army 
Remount Service.

Sources: “Fort Robinson and 
the American Century, 1900-
1948,” by Thomas R. Buecker; 
“The Quartermaster Remount 
Service,” by the Army Quarter-
master Foundation, qmfound.
com/article/the-quartermas-
ter-remount-service/; “The War 
Horse: Mounting the Cavalry 
with America’s Finest Horses,” 
by Phil Livingston and Ed 
Roberts; “The Army Remount 
Problem,” U.S. Department of  
Agriculture; “Semi-centennial 
History of  the State of  Colora-
do, Vol. 1,” by Jerome Constant 
Smiley; Colorado Springs Pio-
neers Museum. 

■

Bob Silbernagel’s email is 
bobsilbernagel@gmail.com.

Demand for war horses created 
Army Remount Service in 1908

1911 GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION “THE ARMY REMOUNT PROBLEM”/Special to the Sentinel

A soldier rides an ideal Remount Service horse at Fort Reno, Oklahoma. 

GRAND JUNCTION NEWS, APRIL 1889/Special to the Sentinel

An advertisement shows the type of stallions that 
prevailed in much of the country at the end of the 19th 
century and beginning of the 20th century. 

COLORADO SPRINGS — 
Investigators say a fire that 
burned 23 homes and more than 
65 square miles in southern Col-
orado was human-caused.

El Paso County Sheriff  Bill 
Elder says he thinks the fire 
could have been started by a 

discarded cigarette or a spark 
thrown by a passing vehicle. 
Lightning has been ruled out.

The fire is believed to have 
started near Interstate 25 in 
southern El Paso County on 
Tuesday. It was fueled by gusty 
winds for two days.

Wildfire that burned 23 homes 
was human-caused, officials say
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River-sports, motorcycle 
tours, 14ers, agritourism, 
guided tours and more!   

The Daily Sentinel’s 
VACATIONLAND magazine 
delivers the information that 
visitors need and locals can 
use.  Also included, is a 
special feature section, 
which highlights the area’s 
unique festivals, concerts 
and events that bring 
visitors from far and wide.
Vacationland is the annual 
go-to recreation and tourism 
magazine of western 
Colorado and eastern Utah.  
Vacationland is your best 
value to get your marketing 
message out to both locals 
and visitors.  

ATTENT
ION

ADVER
TISE

RS

AA

YOUR guidebook to 
western Colorado’s fun, 
festivals and outdoor 
adventure through the 
summer and into fall.

2018

VACAT
IONLA

ND
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FRIDAY, APRIL 27

The 2018 issue of 
Vacationland Magazine 

publishes on Sunday, May 20
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business’s Search Engine Optimization 
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  The Daily Sentinel
  Ask me how you can help!

at

The employees of The Daily Sentinel have joined together to adopt a local non-profit
organization/charity of the month. We want to help raise awareness and badly needed funds

for these organizations that are dedicated to helping people in our community.

A P R I L  J E A N S  F O R  C H A R I T Y  O R G A N I Z AT I O N :

Lower Valley Imagination Program
The  Imagination Library was started by Dolly Parton in 1995 in order to 

provide the best books to all children, free of charge. She believes the ability 
to read and learn is the best way to escape poverty. By chosing books to fit 
the child’s developmental and interest level, a child is better able to see the 

world beyond their everyday experience, create a spark to make believe, 
laugh and dream big. In 12 months we have distributed over 50,000 books 
and graduated 1,200 children into our schools who love books and reading.

Checks may be made out to:
The Fruita Thrift Shop  • P.O. Box 272, Fruita, CO 81521 or call Pam at 208-5668

Memo Line: Imagination Library 
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Call 242-1313 to place your 
Garage Sale Ad.
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of your extra stuff!
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Private Party Customers Only 

Not valid for Commercial Accounts

The Daily Sentinel  •  Monday, April 23, 2018 3A


