
Theft suspect sought
Crime Stoppers is asking the public 

to help identify a man that stole a TC70 
handheld scanner from Walmart, 2545 
Rimrock Ave. 

The theft 
occurred at 
3:15 a.m. Sept. 
13. 

Security 
cameras 
captured an 
image of  the 
man, who 
was a white 
male, approx-
imately 35 
to 40 years 
old, 6-feet tall 
and weighing 
around 200 
pounds. 

He was 

wearing wire rim glasses and had a 
tattoo on his right forearm. 

He was last seen wearing a white 
T-shirt, dark cargo shorts, green flip 
flops and a Camo Boonie hat. The photo 
of  the suspect can be seen at 241stop.

com. 
Anyone with knowledge of  the 

suspect’s identity or whereabouts is 
encouraged to contact crime stoppers 
at 241-7867. Information leading to an 
arrest can earn a reward of  up $1,000 
in cash. Callers can remain anony-
mous. 

According to the Mesa County 
Sheriff’s Office:

■ Deputies arrested Jonathan Abel, 
29, on Sept. 28, on suspicion of  harass-
ment. 

■ On Sept. 28, deputies responded 
to the 400 block of  Rob Ren Drive on 
reports of  a burglary. The case is still 
open pending further investigation.  
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B
y late September 1918, 
the news from the Great 
War in Europe was 

improving and peace proposals 
were being discussed.

But on Sept. 27, an ominous 
article appeared in The Daily 
Sentinel. “First death of  influ-
enza in Colorado,” the headline 
read.

The brief  article told of  a 
Chicago woman who died while 
visiting Denver. “No other 
cases have been reported to the 
health 
authori-
ties,” the 
article 
conclud-
ed.

That 
wouldn’t 
be true for long.

By early November, the 
Sentinel reported there had 
been nearly 33,000 cases of  the 
disease reported throughout 
Colorado, and 1,069 deaths.

The influenza epidemic of  
1918 — the Spanish flu — even-
tually killed millions of  people 
worldwide, including 675,000 
Americans.

Exactly how many cases and 
deaths occurred in Mesa County 
is not clear. On. Oct. 23, while the 
epidemic was still at its peak, the 
newspaper said there had been 
171 cases of  influenza and relat-
ed pneumonia in the area.

The number of  deaths wasn’t 
reported, although the Sentinel 
frequently told of  individual 
flu deaths with headlines like 
these: “Sallie Gilmer is Third 
Victim of Influenza”; “A Local 
Printer is Dead of  ‘Flu’”; “Two 
Are Dead and Another Dying in 
A Palisade Family.”

Reading flu news was a roll-
er-coaster ride. On Oct. 10, doc-
tors told the paper the epidemic 
was “well under control.” But 
on Oct. 23 there was “much 
disease” throughout the city. 
That was followed by multiple 
stories saying flu outbreak was 
improving. Then on Nov. 2: 
“Situation is not improved over 
the city.”

On Monday, Oct. 14, people 
read that schools closed earlier 
in the month would open that 
Friday.

But the schools didn’t reopen 
that week or that month, not 
until Nov. 18. A week after that, 
authorities were still trying to 
convince parents it was safe to 
send children back to class.

Despite such news, Grand 
Junction was spared the 
devastation that afflicted other 
communities.

Tiny Silverton had 500 cases 
of  flu and 56 deaths, the Sentinel 
reported on Oct. 28. Montrose 
County posted armed guards at 
Colona to turn back travelers 
from Silverton or Ouray.

Delta County officials issued 
a countywide quarantine be-
cause of  the flu.

In mid-October, the State Pen-
itentiary at Cañon City refused 
to accept new prisoners because 
it had so many flu cases.

Elsewhere in the country, the 
flu epidemic was so calamitous 
it’s hard to imagine.

■ 85,000 cases in Massachu-
setts in August and September.

■ In New York City, 5,000 
people died in one month.

■ In Philadelphia in mid-Oc-
tober, 1,000 bodies awaited 
burial, but no grave-diggers 

could be found.
■ Nationwide, more than 

6,200 flu victims died in one 
week.

Nobody knows where the 
viral disease originated. Some 
researchers said France, 
Germany or Asia. A small town 
along the Kansas-Colorado bor-
der has also been suggested.

The first cases of  influenza 
were reported in San Sebastián, 
Spain, in February 1918. Hence 
the name, Spanish flu.

It marched through Europe 
in the spring, affecting troop 
movements on both sides. But 
few people died in the first 
wave. Victims usually suffered 
several days of  high fever, chills 
and aches, then recovered.

However, in August a second 
wave appeared, killing millions 
in India, Japan, China, the Ca-
ribbean and South America.

The second wave arrived 
in the United States aboard 
a troop ship that docked in 
Boston Harbor in late August. 
Ten days later there were three 
flu-related deaths.

Nearby Fort Devens became 
ground zero for the raging influ-
enza. Overcrowded with 45,000 
men, by late September the fort 
averaged 100 flu deaths per day. 
Young, healthy soldiers often 
reported to the camp hospital 
in the morning with a fever and 
were dead the same day. 

The flu accompanied troops 
on the move and rapidly spread 
across the country. The same 
thing occurred on a global scale.

By the end of  the epidemic in 
1919, it’s estimated that 20 mil-
lion to 100 million people had 
died. Because record keeping 
was poor or nonexistent, firm 
numbers are not possible.

Even the low end of  that 
range means more people died 
from influenza in less than a 
year than the 15 million mili-
tary people and civilians who 
died in World War I.

No other disease, including 
the Black Plague, has killed so 
many people so quickly. Unlike 
other epidemics, this one 
struck the young and healthy 
— soldiers, sailors, nurses — 
more than the elderly or very 

young.
The first flu death 

in Mesa County 
occurred on Oct. 6, 
1918, when “Mrs. 
Emma Smith-Mills 
of  Fruitvale passed 
away … of dreaded 
malady,” according 
to the Sentinel.

But here and 
across the country, 
many authorities 
initially downplayed 
the danger. One 
reason was that early 
in the war, President 
Woodrow Wilson 
persuaded Congress 
to pass the Sedi-
tion Act. The law 
made it a crime to 
“utter, print, write or publish” 
anything perceived as harming 
efforts “necessary or essential 
to the prosecution of  the war.”

Even so, two days after Smith-
Mills died, the Mesa County 
Board of  Health ordered all 
“schools, churches and other 
public meeting places” closed to 
stop the spread of  flu.

The American Red Cross 
opened an emergency hospital 
in Grand Junction on Oct. 31, 
in what the Sentinel said was 
“the Masser building.” It’s 
not known where that was, 
although a man named Masser 
owned a residence at 811 Gun-
nison Ave.

Some flu patients were also 
taken to the county hospital, 
known as the “pest house,” on 
the Redlands just across the 
Colorado River from the west 
end of  Main Street.

In early November, the direc-
tor of  the emergency hospital 
sent a letter to the Sentinel, 
pleading with local women to 
volunteer at the hospital, and 
arguing it was safe if  they took 
appropriate precautions.

These included wearing 
gauze masks, which women 
in the city were busily manu-
facturing to help contain the 
flu. Several times, the Sentinel 
published guides on how to 
limit the spread of  the flu and 
what to do if  someone thought 
they had contracted it.

Many women did volunteer, 
at the emergency hospital and 
elsewhere, including hospitals 
in other parts of  the country.

It was a horrific few months, 
but by the end of  the year, 
things were returning to nor-
mal. The emergency hospital 
closed shortly before the new 
year, having treated 113 flu 
patients, 28 of  whom died.

In late December, owners of  
local “movie houses” pleaded 
with county officials to lift the 
ban on public gatherings so 
they could make money again.

Flu stories largely disap-
peared from the Sentinel in 
January, and the epidemic 
seemed to evaporate nationwide 
as quickly as it had arrived.

There was a third, less 
serious wave early in 1919, 
however. And some historians 
speculate that one of  its victims 
may have been President 
Wilson, who became ill during 
peace talks in Paris that year, 
and later suffered a stroke.

Sources: The Daily Sentinel 
archives; “Flu: the Story of  the 
Great Influenza Pandemic of  
1918,” by Gina Kolata; “How 
the Horrific 1918 Flu Spread 
Across America,” by John M. 
Barry, Smithsonian Magazine, 
November 2017. The Museums 
of  Western Colorado.

Bob Silbernagel’s email is 
bobsilbernagel@gmail.com.

1918 Spanish flu attacked Junction

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
Nurses in St. Louis prepare to drive ambulances to pick up flu patients. 

This drawing and slogan appeared in The Daily 
Sentinel several times during autumn 1918.

Southwest Colorado wildfire ‘controlled’
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DURANGO — U.S. Forest Service officials say a wildfire that 
scorched about 85 square miles in southwest Colorado is “con-
trolled,” more than four months after it started. 

The 416 Fire started June 1 and was declared fully contained July 
31, meaning fire crews had it contained within a certain boundary. 
Controlled means there is no active fire within containment lines 
and no hot spots near containment lines. Officials say the fire con-
tinues to smolder, and it could be months before it’s extinguished. 

Two Colorado properties 
preserved for elk habitat

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MISSOULA, Mont. — More than 2,300 acres in 
central Colorado are being preserved for elk and 
other wildlife habitat.

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation says the 
land involves two properties and is located in 
Fremont County, southwest of  Colorado Springs 
and between Canon City and Salida.

Foundation Chief Conservation Officer Blake 
Henning says the two conservation easements 
are especially important because they provide 
crucial winter range for elk and mule deer as 
well as a wildlife corridor between adjacent pub-
lic lands.

In addition, Henning says the land lies with-
in the Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area 
and is considered high priority because of  its 
proximity to the Arkansas River and tributary 
headwaters.

The ranches contain a variety of  habitat and 
several waterways. The ranches are in an area 
homesteaded back in the 1800s.
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ENTER TO WIN!

The Daily Sentinel and The Nickel are looking for those special 

moments captured in photos between Veterans and their loved 

ones. We will feature winning photos in print in The Daily Sentinel 

on Veteran’s Day, and in The Nickel on Wed., Nov. 8th.  All photos will 

also be featured in a photo gallery online at GJSentinel.com.

To submit photos, go to gjsentinel.com/contests
Please include your name, email address and phone number so we can contact you if 

you are a winner.  This info will not be published. Winners will be chosen by popular vote 

from Oct. 22nd to October 31st.   Photos should be high resolution. 

Deadline to submit photos is Sunday, Oct. 21st, 2018.
By submitting your photos, you are agreeing to let The Daily Sentinel and The Nickel 

publish your photos in print and online.
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SUBMIT YOUR BEST ARMED FORCES 
OR VETERANS PHOTO!

AUTO INSURANCE
DESIGNED FOR AARP MEMBERS

$370*

AVERAGE SAVINGS 
WHEN YOU SWITCH

IF YOUR CURRENT 
INSURANCE IS: YOU COULD SAVE:

GEICO $380

ALLSTATE $477

STATE FARM $383

* Savings amounts are averages based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Program customers who became new policyholders 
between 1/1/16 and 12/31/16 and provided data regarding their savings and prior carrier. Your savings may vary.

AARP and its affi liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are 
used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. The AARP Automobile Insurance Program 
from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affi liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. Auto program is currently 
unavailable in Massachusetts, Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Specifi c features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all 
states in accordance with state fi lings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.

CALL THE HARTFORD TO REQUEST A FREE QUOTE 
AND SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-706-7917
Not a member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today!

Experienced Drivers 50+: You could save hundreds* 
on Auto Insurance when you switch to the AARP® 
Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.

• Rates that reward you for your safe driving

• Exclusive package of benefi ts

• 24/7 Claim Hotline and exceptional claims service

1/18 CW

FREE
FOR 30 D AYS!

9,000 LEARNING GAMES
AND ACTIVITIES

Special Off er

Visit ABCmouse.com/gift25 to redeem this offer.

More Than

On Computer or Mobile Devices!

TM & © 2018 Age of Learning, Inc.

“This site is amazing! My children are excited to learn and 
  they don’t want to stop. Thank you so much!”

—Mother of 3- and 5-year-old girls 

FOR CHILDREN
AGES 2–8
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