
   Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call 1-855-823-4143 to order item 487
or Visit HaleGroves.com/A12141

Order Item #487, mention Code HMVH-N139 for your $18 savings. 

Only $19.99*  (reg. $37.99), plus $5.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift 

ships in December at the peak of freshness. Order by Dec. 17, 2019 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.

Call now and 

SAVE 47%!
*Plus $5.99 handling to the 48 contiguous states. Limited time offer, good while  

supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

Since 1947.  
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

WOW!WOW!

IC:  HMVH-N139

4 unique varieties. 20 delicious oranges!

Navel 
Oranges

Tangerines

Petite Navel 
Oranges

Petite Red 
Navels

SAVE $18!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$1999*

Special limited  
time offer!

Amazing Oranges!

favorite varieties

 delicious oranges 
fresh from the Grove20

4

38955-1

TM

1-855-980-4322
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $199 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare 
available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Prepare to be awed as you experience the stunningly red rocks 
of these 6 iconic parks. Formed by the elements over countless 
centuries, these natural treasures are still grand enough to make 
our jaws drop. Experience several of the most popular national 
parks in America, traveling through deserts, forests, mountains, 
and to the very edge of one of the natural wonders of the world.

10 days, departs May - September 2020

CRIMSON CANYONS & 
MESAS NATIONAL PARKS TOUR
Las Vegas • Grand Canyon National Park •  
Bryce Canyon • Zion National Park • Arches National 
Park • and more

FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

38950-1

33
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Caring for or making decisions for a loved one who has 
Dementia can be a diffi  cult journey. I am a Certifi ed 
Dementia Practitioner who will help you navigate this 
path. Together we can fi nd solutions

Dementia

Lori A Sommers CDP
LASDementiaNavigation@gmail.com

970-314-1054
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The common percep-
tion of  Comanche 
Indians was shaped 

by Hollywood films such as 
“The Searchers” or by books 
like “Empire of  the Summer 
Moon.”

In these stories, the Coman-
ches are portrayed as swagger-
ing, sometimes brutal warriors, 
but masterful horsemen and 
women who were the scourge 
of  the Southern Plains. And it’s 
true they dominated Oklahoma 
and Texas, eastern Colorado, 

western 
Kansas 
and east-
ern New 
Mexico 
until 
late in 
the 19th 
century.

Yet, just two centuries earlier, 
the people who became known 
as Comanches were foot-bound 
bison hunters believed to be 
closely aligned with — or 
even a part of  — the Eastern 
Shoshone then living in north-
ern Colorado and southern 
Wyoming.

Exactly how and why they 
migrated to the Southern 
Plains, how they acquired 
horses and became one of  the 
fiercest groups of  light cavalry 
in the world remain mysteries 
that archaeologists, anthropol-
ogists and historians are trying 
to unravel.

The popular images of  19th 
century Comanches are par-
tially correct, although recent 
research points to a much more 
sophisticated Comanche cul-
ture than people just galloping 
around, stealing horses, killing 
pioneers, taking hostages and 
hunting buffalo.

“For a century, roughly from 
1750 to 1850, the Comanches 
were the dominant people of  
the Southwest,” wrote Oxford 
historian Pekka Hämäläinen in 
his 2009 book “The Comanche 
Empire.”

They used theft, kidnapping 
and trade with both Euro- 
American settlers and other 
Indian groups to improve their 
status and consolidate power, 
he said. 

“The Comanche empire was 
powered by violence, but like 
most viable empires, it was 
first and foremost an economic 
construction,” he added.

They traded and stole horses 
and hostages, guns, slaves 
and bison hides across a Na-
tive-controlled economic region 
that — in combination with 
their allies from other Indian 
tribes — ranged from southern 
Alberta to northern Mexico.

The first European written 
reference to a people called 
Comanches came in 1706 by 
Spanish military leader Juan 
de Ulibarri. When he visited 
a Spanish mission near Taos, 
he was told by mission offi-
cials that they expected to be 
attacked by “infidel enemies” 
who were from “the Ute and 
Comanche tribe.”

That attack didn’t materi-
alize, but others had already 
occurred in Apache farmlands 
northwest of  Taos, and more 
would take place in coming de-
cades. Sometimes the Coman-
ches and Utes worked as allies. 
Sometimes they were enemies. 
Still, along with the Shoshones, 
they shared a linguistic history.

“The Comanche speak a 
Central Numic language only 
moderately differentiated from 
Eastern (Wind River) Shosho-
ne,” wrote anthropologist Cody 
Newton. “The linguistic evi-
dence leaves no doubt that the 
two groups are closely related.” 
Utes speak a similar Numic 
language.

Comanche oral histories 
from the 19th and early 20th 
centuries tell of  various 
reasons for their split with the 
Shoshones. Some say specif-
ic events created animosity 
between the two groups; others 
simply relate that splinter 
groups headed southeast in 
search of  horses and better 
bison hunting.

Newton suggests two poten-
tial routes for the Comanche 
migration: A pathway through 
the Western Slope he called 

the mountain hunter-gather-
er route. The primary route, 
he maintains, was along 
Colorado’s Front Range, the 
bison-hunter route. Each may 
have been used at different 
times by small bands.

Access to horses seems to be 
at the heart of  the movement, 
although horses didn’t become 
widely available to Natives 
until after the Pueblo Revolt in 
New Mexico in 1680. When that 
occurred, several bands of  Ute 
Indians in southern Colorado 
and northern New Mexico were 
poised to obtain horses and 
likely helped the Comanches 
acquire equines.

“The Comanches probably 
receive(d) their first horses 
from their Ute cousins, whose 
proximity to liberated Spanish 
herds during the Pueblo Revolt 
era led them to be key middle-
men in the early horse trade,” 
wrote the authors of  “Coman-
che New Mexico: The Eigh-
teenth Century.” The Utes also 
collaborated with Comanches 
to raid Spanish and Pueblo 
communities in northern New 
Mexico in the early 1700s.

Drought and disease may 
have played roles in the Coman-
che migration. 

“In the Comanche case, the 
sixteenth century megadrought 
(across the West) could have 
resulted in their southward 
movement,” wrote Newton.    

They may have moved into 
areas that, because of  the 
drought, had become “devoid 
of  other groups.”

Additionally, although other 
tribes occupied parts of  what 
would become Comancheria — 
the vast territory later domi-
nated by Comanches — many 
of these people were devastated 
by smallpox and other Europe-
an diseases that struck in the 
17th century.

Comanche groups, clinging 
to mountain hideouts along 
Colorado’s Front Range, the 
Rio Grande Valley and on the 
Western Slope, were poised 
to move into these territories, 
especially once they obtained 
horses.

The four authors of  “Coman-
che New Mexico: Eighteenth 
Century,” led by Severin 
Fowles of  Barnard College 
in New York, have conducted 
archaeological exploration of  
the Rio Grande Gorge north of  
Taos, New Mexico. There they 
have found early Apache, Ute 
and Comanche rock art.

The Comanche art, which is 
scratched rather than pecked 
and is barely visible, had 
been largely overlooked until 
recently.

One site, called Vista Verde, 
is centrally located within the 
gorge and may have been used 
by “combined forces of  Ute and 
Comanche raiders during the 
early eighteenth century.”

Although Europeans and 
Americans constantly viewed 
groups like the Comanches and 
Utes as large nations under 
centralized leadership, the 
Indians didn’t see themselves 
that way. 

For the Utes, Comanches 
and many other Natives, small 
bands built around family ties 
were the most important group 
connections.

So, while there were bands 
of  Comanches staying in Rio 
Grande Gorge early in the 18th 
century, others were likely 
moving farther eastward onto 
the Southern Plains. Some 
were documented in Texas by 
the 1740s.

Even then, Comanches 
hadn’t abandoned the Colo-
rado-Wyoming area entirely. 
In 1776, when Spanish friars 
Dominguez and Escalante 
traveled north from Santa 
Fe, they were warned by Ute 
Indians they met near Grand 
Mesa of  possible attacks from 
Comanches if  they ventured 
north of  the Colorado River. No 
such attacks occurred. It’s not 
clear whether some Comanche 
bands remained permanently 
in the region or visited from 
Comancheria.

The rock art at Vista Verde 
shows Comanches on horses 
covered in leather armor — 
something the Comanches 
only used very early in the 
18th century. The armor was 
discontinued once guns were 

introduced into the region and 
bullets could pierce the armor. 
No guns are depicted in the Co-
manche rock art at Vista Verde.

The drawings at Vista Verde 
Site “point to the presence of  a 
highly developed military cul-
ture at an early date,” Fowles 
and his associates wrote. “The 
images were probably created 
during the first half  of  the 
eighteenth century, only a gen-
eration or two after the Coman-
ches had acquired the horse.”

Even then, the Comanches 
were beginning to demonstrate 
the equestrian militarization 
that would allow them to dom-
inate the Southern Plains for 
the next 150 years.

There is a strong likelihood 
that some of those Comanches 
moved through western Col-
orado and worked with their 
linguistic cousins, the Utes, to 
do so.

Sources: “The Comanche 
Empire,” by Pekka Hämäläinen; 
“Comanche Movement Prior 
to Eighteenth Century Spanish 
Documentation,” by Cody New-
ton, in Plains Anthropologist, 
Vol. 56, No. 217, 2011; “Coman-
che New Mexico, The Eighteenth 
Century,” by Severin Fowles, 
Jimmy Arterberry, Lindsay 
Montgomery and Heather Ath-
erton, included in The Colonial 
Period in the American South-
west, 2017.

Bob Silbernagel’s email is 
bobsilbernagel@gmail.com.

Migration to Southern Plains by 
Comanches shrouded in mystery

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE
“Comanche Feats of Horsemanship” was painted by George Catlin in 1834 or 1835, after he visited Comanches 
in the company of U.S. Army dragoons.

SPECIAL TO THE SENTINEL FROM CODY NEWTON
Possible routes the Comanches may have used in migrating from the 
Colorado-Wyoming border to the Southern Plains.
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