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Caring for or making decisions for a loved one 
who has Dementia can be a diffi  cult journey. I am a 
Certifi ed Dementia Practitioner who will help you 
navigate this path. Together we can fi nd solutions

Dementia

Lori A Sommers, CDP
LASDementiaNavigation@gmail.com

970-314-1054
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NEED HELP
ON THE STAIRS?

An Acorn Stairlift 
is the safest 

solution to use  
the stairs if you 

suffer from:

Arthritis or COPD
Joint pain

Mobility issues

$250.00*$250.00*
TOWARD A BRAND NEW 

ACORN STAIRLIFT!

SPECIAL OFFER

CALL NOW TO RECEIVE

1-888-532-3090
*Terms and Conditions apply. Call for details.
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DENVER — Rep. Matt Soper, R-Delta, 
is into a lot of dead issues this 
legislative session. 

Today, the House could debate a 
bill he’s introduced — HB1148 — that 
would make it a felony to abuse a dead 
human body. 

Later this session, he’ll also present 
HB1060 to allow the deceased to be 
composted, a relative new practice that 
allows a human body to be turned into 
soil.

 Today: Although some restaurants 
already allow it, the Senate Business, 
Labor and Technology Committee is to 
hear SB78, allowing dogs to be with 
their owners on outdoor restaurant 
patios.

Tuesday: Under the state’s move-
over-or-slow-down law, motorists are 
required to change lanes or slow down 
when approaching emergency vehicles 
on the shoulder. 

That law, however, doesn’t say to what 
speed. The House Transportation and 
Local Government Committee is to hear 
HB1145 that would set that speed to at 
least 20 mph under the posted limit.

 Wednesday: A few years ago, the 

Legislature enacted a law that allows 
restaurant goers to leave with any 
unfinished bottle of wine as long as it’s 
properly recorked. 

Under SB154, to be heard in the 
Senate Business Affairs and Labor 
Committee, those restaurant patrons 
would be allowed to bring in their own 
bottle of wine, but no more than 750 
milliliters.

 Thursday: Even though the state 
doesn’t actually have a program to 
import prescription drugs from Canada, 
which the Legislature approved during 
last year’s session, the Senate Health 
and Human Services Committee is to 
debate SB119 to expand that program 
to allow for the importation of drugs 
from other countries.

 Next week: The House Judiciary 
is to take up SB100, the measure that 
would end the state’s death penalty.

All floor action and committees can 
be watched or heard on the Colorado 
Legislature’s website at lege.colorado.
gov. Check that website to see which 
measures are available for remote 
testimony, and how to register to speak.

— Charles Ashby

All contents copyright © 2020 The Daily Sentinel. All republication rights 
are reserved. Material in this publication may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten for broadcast or publication or redistributed directly or indirectly 
in any medium.
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In October 1879, when 
Josephine Meeker and 
four other hostages were 

freed by Ute Indians who had 
captured them after the killing 
of  Nathan Meeker, Josephine 
welcomed the assistance of  a 
man called Captain Cline.

On the morning of  Oct. 23, 
near the mouth of  Whitewater 

Creek, 
they 
were 
loaded 
onto a 
buck-
board. 

“We 
left for 

Uncompahgre in charge of  
Captain Cline and Mr. Sher-
man,” she recalled. “To these 
gentlemen we were indebted 
for a safe and rapid journey 
to Chief Ouray’s house on the 
Uncompahgre River.”

George Sherman was a clerk 
at the Los Piños Indian Agency 
near Ouray’s home. Milton W. 
“Captain” Cline, was a former 
Civil War spy.

By 1879 he operated a ranch, 
trading post and stage stop on 
the Cimarron River east of  
today’s Montrose.

Before that, Cline had been a 
prospector who briefly part-
nered with future Colorado 
Gov. Frederick Pitkin in devel-
oping a mine on Engineer Pass.

He also helped found the 
town of Ouray, became one of  
the first town trustees, then 
marshal of  the small commu-
nity. 

He and his wife Elizabeth 
were friendly with the Ute Indi-
ans in the Uncompahgre Valley, 
including Chief Ouray and his 
wife Chipeta.

But that occurred after 
Cline’s Civil War experiences.

Born in Whitehall, NewYork, 
in 1827, Cline took to the sea 
aboard a whaling ship called 
the South Carolina in 1844 
at the age of  17. The ship left 
New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
on July 2, 1844, traveled to the 
Indian Ocean and Australia, 
and returned nearly four years 
later in May of 1848.

Not much is known about 
Cline’s time as a sailor, but 
there is considerable infor-
mation about his work for the 
Union Army during the Civil 
War. 

By then, he had moved to 
Indiana and joined the Third 
Indiana Cavalry.

He was a sergeant in early 
1863 when he was selected by 
Col. George Sharpe to join the 
newly formed Bureau of Mili-
tary Intelligence. His first spy 
work was a daring reconnais-
sance journey behind enemy 
lines.

Cline headed into no-man’s 
land — along Chesapeake Bay 
in northern Virginia, wrote 
Edwin C. Fishel, a former U.S. 
intelligence officer and histo-
rian. 

Unlike previous Union spies, 
“Cline was not bent on scout-
ing the enemy or picking up 
second-hand news; he entered 
their camps.”

When he encountered Capt. 
John Hungerford, who led a 
company of the 9th Virginia 
Cavalry, Cline somehow con-
vinced the Confederate officer 
that he was a Southern scout 
who’d gotten lost. Hungerford 
allowed Cline to tag along with 
him.

They traveled westward 
more than 100 miles, viewing 
many troop units, artillery 
installations and camps, then 
returned east by a more south-
erly route. When they reached 
their original camp near Port 
Royal, Virginia, Cline remained 
with Hungerford and his men 
until the night of  March 4, 
when a card game was under-
way.

“Cline took leave of  it, 
ostensibly for only a moment,” 
Fishel wrote. “He picked out 
a good horse, rode 10 miles 
downriver, found a skiff, and 
put himself  on the left bank 
of the (Rappahannock) river 
with as much speed as he could 

muster.”
Once across the river, he 

found another horse and gal-
loped 15 miles to Union lines, 
where he was initially fired 
upon. He was able to convince 
the pickets he was a Union man 
and was taken to Sharpe for 
debriefing.

“When Cline arrived at head-
quarters that day, March 5, he 
had covered 250 miles in the 10-
day expedition,” Fishel wrote.

He had observed 64 different 
Confederate military installa-
tions, including troop camps, 
artillery batteries, fortifications 
and ambulance parks.

Fishel added, “Cline’s exploit 
is the deepest, most extended 
penetration of  enemy lines, by 
either side, that has been docu-
mented” from the Civil War.

Cline’s treasure trove of  
intelligence went for naught 
a month later at the Battle of  
Chancellorsville. Indecisive-
ness by Union Gen. Joseph 
Hooker led Union forces to be 
defeated by Lee’s Confederates, 
even though Lee had fewer 
than half  as many men.

Lee’s comeuppance occurred 
two months later, at the Battle 
of  Gettysburg. While it was 
raging, Cline intercepted im-
portant Confederate dispatches 
from Southern couriers 20 
miles west of  Gettysburg.

Exactly when Cline’s mili-
tary career ended, and how he 
came to be called captain, are 
unclear. But he headed west not 
long afterward. 

By 1875, he was among a 
group of prospectors in Sil-
verton who traveled over Red 
Mountain to investigate the 
mining potential near where 
the town of Ouray would be 
settled.

Cline and a friend discovered 
gold while out fishing one day, 

and they named their mining 
claim the “Trout and Fisher-
man.”

They also helped stake out 
a new town site, which they 
named after Chief Ouray.

Utes were frequent visitors 
to the new town, and Ouray 
and Chipeta often stayed at the 
Clines’ home.

Sometime between 1876 
and 1879, the Clines moved to 
Cimarron Creek and estab-
lished a way station for freight 
wagons, stage coaches and 
other travelers.

They were there in Septem-
ber 1879, when the Battle of  
Milk Creek occurred in north-
western Colorado. That’s when 
Nathan Meeker and his male 
employees at the White River 
Indian Agency were all killed. 
Meeker’s daughter, Josephine, 
and his wife, Arvilla, were tak-
en hostage by White River Utes, 
along with a woman named 
Flora Ellen Price and Price’s 
two young children.

Cline’s 1911 obituary claimed 
he drove a wagon carrying 
Ouray and Chipeta to the White 
River in the wake of  the 1879 
killings to demand the hostag-
es’ release.

But that didn’t happen. None 
of  the three adult hostages, 
nor Charles Adams, the man 
who actually arranged for the 
release of  the hostages, said 
anything about Chief Ouray or 
Chipeta traveling to the rescue.

Instead, Cline and Sherman 
drove a wagon and accompa-
nied Adams, along with two 
other whites and several Un-
compahgre Utes, as far north as 
Whitewater Creek. 

They remained there while 
Adams and the Utes continued 
to Mesa Creek, where Adams 
found the women in a small 
camp guarded by a handful of  

White River Utes.
After meeting with leaders 

of  the White River Utes, Adams 
arranged for the release of  
the hostages and they rode 
horseback from Mesa Creek 
to Whitewater Creek. There 
they met Cline and Sherman, 
received food and blankets, and 
were driven in the buckboard 
south to Ouray’s home near 
present-day Colona.

The following year, a freight-
er east of  Cimarron killed a Ute 
who was demanding food. 

The freighter was himself  
killed by Utes while being 
transported from Cline’s ranch 
to the Los Piños Agency. 

In the tense atmosphere that 
developed as whites awaited the 
Utes’ removal to Utah, Cline 
and others were accused of  
conspiring to aid the Indians. 
But nothing came of the accu-
sation.

Cline was later described as 
“a very interesting conversa-
tionalist.” But if  his conver-
sation ever turned toward his 
Civil War spying activities, it 
was not recorded.

Sources: “The Ute Massacre! 
Brave Miss Meeker’s Captivi-
ty!” by Josephine Meeker; “The 
Captain and Mother Cline,” by 
Marilyn Cox, Montrose Daily 
Press, June 25, 2008; “The Secret 
War for the Union,” by Edwin 
C. Fishel; “Zora: The Pivotal 
Crossroad of  the Civil War,” by 
John A Miller, www.emmits-
burg.net/history/; “Crew list for 
voyage aboard the South Caroli-
na,” www.newbedford-ma.gov; 
“Ute Indians of  Utah, Colorado, 
and New Mexico,” by Virginia 
McConnell Simmons.

Bob Silbernagel’s email is 
bobsilbernagel@gmail.com.

Civil War spy aided hostages 
after Meeker tragedy in 1879

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
“Brandy Station, Virginia Scouts and Guides of the Army of the Potomac,” spring 1864. The man seated on chair 
in middle of photo is believed to be Milton W. Cline.

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, DENVER
Milton W. Cline’s ranch as it appeared in the 1880s. Notation on the original mentions the killing of a freighter 
named Jackson on the ranch.

PUEBLO — CSU-Pueblo has signed on to a $17 million solar pan-
el power project at the university that will be the main generating 
source for the academic campus. CSU-Pueblo President Timothy 
Mottet says the university will be the first in the state to reach “net 
zero electric” efficiency, which means the solar panels will produce 
enough electricity to meet the school’s needs.

The plan includes power purchase agreements and a lease of  
about 22 acres of  fenced-off  solar array area on the north side of  
campus.                                                                              — Associated Press

CSU-Pueblo signs on for solar project


