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Cobrado in middle of fight over silver, gold
he seismic political battle
that divided the nation
in 1896 hit Colorado es
pecially hard, causing a split in
the state’s political delegation
and forcing its senior member,
Sen. Henry Teller, to leave the
Republican Party
The economic, geographic
and
political
dispute
had been
heating
up for
half a
B ob S ilbernagel
decade
when,
on July 9,1896, William
Jennings Bryan, seeking the
Democratic nomination for
president, delivered his famous
“Cross of Gold” speech.
The 35-minute speech con
cluded with these words: “We
shall answer their demands for
a gold standard by saying to
them, you shall not press down
upon the brow of labor this
crown of thorns. You shall not
crucify mankind upon a cross
of gold.”
The response to his speech
in Chicago was “like one great
burst of artillery,” according
to a news account. People
screamed and waved their hats
and canes. Some tore off their
coats and threw them in the air.
Bryan was carried around the
convention hall on the shoul
ders of delegates.
He had been languishing in
third place among potential
Democratic nominees prior to
the speech, but Bryan won the
nomination on July 10.
Today, it’s hard to fathom
why the dispute between silver
and gold was such a flashpoint
in U.S. politics 124 years ago.
But it was, and the fight pitted
Eastern elites against work
ing-class farmers and miners,
primarily in the West and
South.
In 1896, Eastern businessmen
and bankers supported Repub
lican William McKinley and his
strong endorsement of a gold
standard to back United States
currency.
But Western agricultural
and mining interests endorsed
the free coinage of silver, to be
valued at 16 ounces of silver to
one ounce of gold. The policy
was known as “bimetallism.”
Such a federal policy would
have been a great boon to silver
mines in Colorado and other
Western states, which had
suffered greatly since the silver
panic of 1893.
But it was also believed that
bimetallism would stimu
late the economy, which had
suffered deflation in the 1870s
and again during the 1890s, and
would thus make money and
credit more easily available to
farmers and ranchers.
Eastern industrialists and
bankers, however, feared it
would create runaway inflation,
causing manufacturers and
lenders to lose money.
Three weeks before Bryan
was nominated in Chicago, the
Republicans held their presi
dential convention in St. Louis.
McKinley, a former governor
of Ohio, won easily on the first
ballot. The GOP platform, in
cluding endorsement of the gold
standard, was carried strongly.
Consequently, a dozen
Western politicians, including
Colorado’s Teller, walked out of
the convention.
Teller subsequently quit the
Republican Party. He was nom
inated for president by the new
ly formed Silver Party, but did
not accept. He was also named
a candidate for the Democratic
nomination that year, but threw
his support behind Bryan.
First elected to the Senate in
1876, the year Colorado became
a state, Teller served three
terms as a Republican and two
as a Democrat, with a brief
interlude as Secretary of the
Interior.
His fellow senator in 1896,
Edward O. Wolcott, had moved
to Colorado in the 1870s and
established a law practice. But
he also maintained close ties to
business interests in the East
and was friends with McKin
ley’s campaign manager, Mark
Hanna.
He spent so much of his time
at his parents’ home in Woodlawn, Massachusetts, that some

T

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Glenn Hart of Provo, Utah, whose alias is “Lonesome Hart,” poses for a
portrait after a June shooting match held by the Hobble Creek Wranglers
at the Garth Killpack Shooting Range in Springville, Utah.

Hobble Creek Wranglers target
love of firearms and Old West
By ISAAC HALE
Daily Herald
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A cartoon published by Keppler & Schwarzmann of New York in 1896. It depicts the free-silver contingent as a
bandit robbing the national economy and various national interests.
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Colorado Sen. Henry Teller as he
appeared in 1902.
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William Jennings Bryan as he
appeared about 1902.
newspapers called him the “third
Senator from Massachusetts.”
Wolcott did not walk out
during the GOP convention.
He remained loyal to McKinley
and to maintaining the gold
standard.
But Teller not only walked
out of the convention, he de
livered a fist-pounding speech
before doing so, decrying those
who ignored the pleas of the
free-silver contingent.
The Daily Sentinel pro
claimed Teller a “bold warrior,”
for his efforts on behalf of the
pro-silver forces and urged
every man in Colorado to read
Teller’s speech.
It also warned that the deci
sion of the national GOP “to
simply ignore the demands of
the people who believe in the
honesty of the white metal (sil
ver) may be the most costly act
in the history of the Republican
Party.”
However, the Republicanleaning Grand Junction News
was more cautious in discuss
ing Sen. Teller’s actions:
“The News esteems Senator
Teller as an honest advocate of
the great silver cause,” it wrote
after the GOP convention. “We
are ready to accord him all
praise for the unselfish devo
tion to Colorado’s interests. We
are not ready, however, to drop
all party fealty until we know
... whether we can subscribe
to all the doctrines of the new
(Silver) party.”
A month later, the News
acknowledged that William
Jennings Bryan had given a
stirring speech at the Demo
cratic National Convention. But
the paper remained skeptical.
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A drawing in McClure’s magazine depicted the frenzy at the 1896
Democratic National Convention as Bryan was carried on the shoulders
of delegates after his “Cross of Gold" speech.
Now, it said, Bryan “will have
to study up some good sound
arguments to catch thinking
voters.”
Not so the Sentinel. It threw
its support behind Bryan. “The
Sentinel’s position is unhesi
tatingly taken,” it declared on
July 11. “Holding fast to its Re
publican principles, it shall ally
itself under the Bryan banner,
for to its mind he represents a
principle that transcends any
political divisions.”
Harrison Teller, son of Sen.
Teller, was a lawyer who lived
in Grand Junction from 1898
until 1912. He owned a fruit
orchard east of town. In a 1937
interview with the Sentinel, he
recalled his father’s difficult
decision to leave the Republi
can Party.
But, he added, his father
and Bryan developed a close
friendship that lasted until his
father’s death in 1914.
Despite the power of the
Republican Party at the time Grover Cleveland had been the
only Democrat elected presi
dent since before the Civil War
— optimism was high among
the bimetallism forces.
Sen. Teller declared during
the summer that “the gold
standard could not win and the
silver sentiment was sweeping
over the country.”
The Sentinel echoed that
view in an October editorial.
“Under the circumstances...
it seems as if we would be safe
in getting ready to celebrate
Bryan’s election,” it said.
It didn’t turn out that way,

however. Although Bryan won
nearly all the states in the South
and West, including Colorado,
he lost in the Electoral College
to McKinley 271 votes to 176.
The two men faced off again
in 1900, and McKinley won by
an even wider margin. And in
the second match-up, many
Western states, including Bry
an’s home state of Nebraska,
as well as Utah and Wyoming,
voted for McKinley. Colorado
remained in the Bryan camp.
By 1900, with the economy
booming and the United States
fresh from a victory during the
Spanish-American War, Bry
an’s reprise of his “free-silver”
campaign attracted far fewer
supporters.
Additionally, in 1900, the
Republicans had a dynamic
new weapon. Their nominee for
vice president was a war hero
and former New York governor
named Theodore Roosevelt,
who crisscrossed the country
by rail, stumping for McKinley.
A year later, Roosevelt be
came president when McKinley
was assassinated. By then, the
dispute over silver and gold —
so critical five years earlier —
was all but forgotten.
Sources: Historic newspa
pers at Newspapers.com; “The
Election of 1896: Two Factions
Square Off,”by WilliamL.
Hewitt, in “Colorado Maga
zine, ” Winter 1977; Encyclopedia
Britannica online. “Henry Tell
er, ” in coloradoencyclopedia.org.
■

Bob Silbernagel’s email is
bobsilbernagel@gmail.com.
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Anthem Tax Services

There are many
ways we can
tackle IRS or
State tax relief
together:
✓Tax Levies &
Liens Release
✓Wage
Garnishment
Release
✓Stop Penalties
and Interest
✓Tax Debt
Negotiation &
Settlement
✓Resolve Back
Taxes
✓Payroll Tax
Negotiation
✓Tax
Preparation
&
Bookkeeping
Services

Millions Of Dollars Saved
In Back Taxes
Anthem Tax Services provides world class personalized
tax debt relief and tax preparation services. We offer
the tailored experience that you expect from your tax
preparation professionals, and we operate remotely so you
never need to leave your home or office.
Tax debt can happen to anyone. Whether you are selfemployed, an independent contractor, took an early
withdrawl from a 401K, or had another unforseen life event
occur, we can help resolve your debt in a few simple steps:
□ Opportunity B Investigation 0Agreement □ TAXDEBTFREE!

“They stopped my garnishments in less than 2
days after hiring them. This saved me $84,276
with the IRS and $13,500 with the state of
California. They saved my emotional and
financial well-being.”
- Wage Garnishment Client
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The Credit Review

For information, go to www.coioradoiottery.com.
Call us now for your FREE tax consultation & evaluation:

877-891-6282

How to reach us: 242-5050. Business hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Circulation phones are open 7 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on weekends.
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It’s a hot, group’s president.
PROVO, Utah
Cowboy Action Shooting is a
summer afternoon, and a pos
se of cowboys and cowgirls sport that incorporates firearms
with aliases such as Lonesome and costumes from the Old West
Hart, Tamarack, Anita Gunn (typically the period from 1860and Colt Colton are gathering 1900) and aims to bring people
at the mouth of Hobble Creek together through a mutual love
Canyon in Springville. Dressed of firearms and preserving the
in Old West attire, with sin- history of the Old West. Cowboy
gle-action six-shooters, rifles Action Shooting is governed by
and shotguns in hand, they’ve the Single Action Shooting Soci
come to see who has the keen ety, an international organiza
est eye and fastest trigger finger tion founded in 1987.
of the bunch on this side of the
“I think it’s the hardest shoot
Wasatch.
ing sport and the most fun be
No, this isn't a rerun of some cause you don't just master one
old Western movie, this is a gun, you have to use four of
modern-day club shoot for the them in every stage,” explained
Hobble Creek Wranglers, Utah Marshall. “It’s the best people
County’s only Cowboy Action that I’ve ever shot around.”
Shooting Club.
Each shooting sequence is
“Of all of the shooting sports called a scenario, where par
I’ve done, this is by far the ticipants use two pistols, a rifle
most fun,” said Springville res and a shotgun to hit a series of
metal targets in a certain order.
ident Bob Marshall, who is the
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Anthem offers a money-back guarantee designed to help you avoid wasting money on ineffective tax services. We will gather as
much information from you as necessary and work with tax authorities to give you the best chance of reducing your tax debt. If
for any reason that does not work out and the government notifies us they refuse to reduce your overall tax liability or monthly
payments by any amount we will gladly refund you the fees you paid for our services in trying to reduce that debt. Money Back
Guarantee does not apply to Bookkeeping and Tax Preparation Services.

